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The ‘RaprcAL ABOLITIONIST’ recognizes as valid law no 
unrighteous enactments. It affirms, with all the great writers 
on Common Law, “ that statutes against fundamental morality 
are void;” that ‘‘no human laws have any validity if con- | 
trary to the law of God, and such of them as are valid derive 
all their force, mediately, or immediately, from this original.” 
—ForRTESCUB. 


On this ground, as well as from the admitted absence of 
any positive law in this country, establishing slavery; from 
the known incompetency of the colonial legislatures under 
British common law, to legalize it; from the ascertained 
illegality of the African slave trade, by which the colonies 
were supplied with slaves; and from the unanimous declara- 
tion of the thirteen original Statea, in the very act of estab- 
lishing their independent governments, that ali just govern- 
ments” are founded on the “inalienable right” of ‘- a// men” 
to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” we affirm the 
absolute illegality of American slavery. We deny that it has 
any more legality in Georgia than in Massachusetts; that it 
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PROSPECTUS. 


The ‘““RapicaL ABOLITIONIST” proposes a proclamation 
of “liberty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants 
thereof.’ It demands of the American Government and the 
American People, the immediate and unconditional abolition 
of American Slavery. 





It makes this demand on behalf of three millions of}}.0, it so extravagantly commended, that we 
oS - 


Americans already enslaved, on behalf of twenty millions 
more in process of becoming enslaved, and in bekalf of the 
untold millions of their posterity, who must be enslaved 
for ages to come, unless American Slavery be overthrown. 

It urges this demand in the name of humanity chattel- 
ized, republicanism disgraced, religion dishonored, the 
Holy Seriptures perverted, the Saviour blasphemed, the 
laws of nature and of nature’s God trampled under foot. 


It denies that the Federal Government, under the Federal 
Constitution, has either a moral ora political right to tolerate 
slavery, in any of the States belonging to the Federal Union, 
for a single day. 


“The United States SHALL guarantee to EVERY State 
in the Union a republican form of government.”—Con- 
stitution. 

“The foundation of republican government is the right 
of every citizen, in his person and property, and in their 
management.’ —Jefferson. 


It denies that “the reserved rights of the States” include | of the United States by positive legislation, prohibit- 
any such right as that of holding property in man, as no| ing its existence or extension therein.” 
such “right” can exist; and Mr. Madison tells us that 
the Federal Convention would not permit the Constitution to 


recognize any such right.— Vide Madison Papers. 


It affirms that the Constitution unequivocally inhibits the 


States from maintaining slavery. 


“No State shall pass any bill of attainder, or laws im-| habit of remarking that the pro-slavery exposi- 


pairing the obligation of contracts.” And “No person shall|tion of the Constitution—nay, the exposition 
be deprived”of life, liberty, or property, without due process 


of law.’’—Constitution. 


It affirms that the Constitution was formed by “the|Soilers,” is an exposition that makes all the pro- 
people of the United States,” (all of them,) “to secure the| tective provisions of that instrument of no value 


blessings of LiBERTY for (themselves) and (their) posterity,’ 


without exception or distinction ofrace or color. And hence, Oe ty ‘ 
no portion of-‘ the people of the United States’ can be con- those of the Territories. We have, according- 


stitutionally enslaved, and the declared object of the Con- ly, remarked that, if that exposition of the 
stitution requires the Federal Goverrmeat to “secure the} constitution be the correct one, the Constitu- 


blessings of liberty” to each and all of them. 


If the Constitution is not available for these purposes, it is 
of no practical value, it is condemned by its own high profes- ! 
sions, and the people have no alternative left them but to|so far as the benefits of our boasted Constitu- 
provide a better government for their protection, or become} tion are concerned, the people of the Territories 
the serfs of the petty oligarchy of three hundred thou- 
sand slaveholders, whe are now suffered to control and insult 


& great nation. 


is any more legal than the African slave-trade, or any other 
form of piracy and crime. 


The object of this paper will be to unfold, explain, vindi- 
cate, and propagate these sentiments, calling on the people 
to maintain them at the ballot-box, thus providing fora 
federal legislature, a federal judiciary and a federal ex- 
ecutive, that shall give them a national expression and 
force. 











= oe 


— 


THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM AND 
THE CONSTITUTION. 


We are not yet done with the platform. We 








must notice, more distinctly, some of its main 
features. Just look at the following. 


“ Resolved, That with our Republican fathers we 
hold it to be a self-evident truth that all men are en- 
dowed with the inalienable right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness—and that the primary object 
and ulterior design of our Federal government were to 
secure these rights to all persons under its exclusive 
jurisdiction—that as our Republican fathers, when 
they had abolished Slavery in all our National Terri- 
tory, ordained that no person should be deprived of 
life, liberty or property without due process of law, it 
becomes our duty to mginiain this provision of the 
the Constitution against all attempts to violate it for 
the purpose of establishing Slavery in the Territories 


We have italicised a few words for the pur- 
pose of directing attention to the particular 
point we shall examine. 

For along time past we have been in the 


admitted, and even insisted upon by “ Free- 


’ 


to the inhabitants of the States, but only to 


tional safeguards of freedom are not for the 
States, but only for the Territorves, and that, 


[NUMBER 2. 
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did so, the protecting aegis of the Constitution 
was no longer spread over them. 

So often had we made this statement, with- 
out hearing any one object to its truthfulness, 
that we had it settled in our own mind, that 
this conclusion was entertained as truthful, on 
all hands, So that this feature of the platform, 
when we read it, did not strike us as a novelty, 
and it did not occur to us that any repetition of 
our frequent exposures of the absurdity of that 
exposition, would be necessary. 

But one of our most vigilant and intelligent 
co-laborers, some time after, directed our at- 
tention to that part of the platform, and asked 
us whether the copy could be a correct one ?— 
Could it be possible, he asked, that such an ab- 
surdity had been so distinctly enunciated by 
such a body of men ? 

“Yes.” The copy was found correct. “But 
could it be possible that they really intended to 
say this?” 

“Certainly. What else should, or could 
they say, with their views of the Constitution ? 
Is it anything new for them to say this ?” 

Our friend thought that it was. “ We, to be 
sure, (said he,) had understood this to be the 
logical sequence of their constitutional exposi- 
tions. It was our inference. But had they 
ever distinctly, until now, proceeded to make 
that inference, themselves ?” 

Well, we could not be positively certain that 
they had. But it was evidently involved, and 
had never been denied. 


Our friend considered it important that we 
should republish the paragraph, with comments, 
Here, in the “ Republican Platform,” if never 
before, it has now been distinctly and unmis- 
takably affirmed, as a basis of political action 
ugainst the slave oligarchy, that, so far as the 
inhabitants of the States are concerned, the pro- 
tection afforded by our Great National Char. 
ters, the Declaration of Independence, and the 
Constitution of the United States, are absolute- 
ly good for nothing! The instrument that has 
so long been named “the Constitution of the 
United States,” is not the Constitution of the 
United States, but only of the Territories—that 
is—so far as the securities of liberty are con. 
cerned! It is only “under the exclusive juris- 
diction of the Federal Government,” that is, in 
“the Territories,” that the self-evident truths of 
the “ Declaration” are clothed with any au- 
thority, as being a National Declaration. It is 
only “under the exclusive jurisdiction” of the 
Federal Government that the constitutional se- 
curity of “life, liberty, and property” is to take 
effect. ‘“ It becomes our duty,” (says the plat- 
form,) ‘to maintain this provision of the Con- 
stitution” . . . “in the Territories”! This ig 








come organized as States! The moment they 


had better remain as they are, and never be-| 


the sum total of our protection. And this is 
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the entire programme of our national duties |! 


—“ sectional” elsewhere ! 
Our fathers, who formed the Constitution, 


were, all of them, inhabitants of States—of the|quartered in any house” (in the Territories) 
original States. But they formed the Constitu-|“ without the consent of the owner; nor in time 


tion, (it seems,) with all its safeguards of free-|of war, but ina manner to be prescribed by 
dom—wnor for “ themselves and their posterity,” | law.” 


but only for the inhabitants of the Territories, 
which, at that time, were wninhabited, except 
in a few forts; and prospectively, for those 
who should afterwards become inhabitants of 
Territories, until they became States! There 
was no Federal District, then—no Territory 
but the North-Western Territory, mostly un- 
inhabited, and already secured to freedom by 
the Ordinance of 1787. And no other Territo- 
ry was then in anticipation—none other could 
be constitutionally acquired, according to the 
views that prevailed then, and for a long time 
afterwards. Mr. Jefferson admitted that the 
acquisition of Louisiana was unconstitutional. 
Yet we are told “that the primary object and 
ulterior design of our Federal Government 
were to secure these rights to all persons under 
its exclusive jurisdiction.” Those who live un- 
der State jurisdiction are to have no benefit at 
all from them ! 

Thus instructed, we take up our two great 
National Charters, and read them as virtually 
revised and amended by the “ Republican Con- 
vention” at Philadelphia, in June, 1856. 

“In Congress, July 4, 1776. The Unan- 
imous Declaration of the Thirteen United 
States of America.”,—" We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men (in the Territo- 
ries) are created equal, and are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. That to secure these rights, gov- 
ernments are (to be) instituted (in the Territo- 
ries) &c. &e.” 

Then again—In Convention, 17th September, 
1787.—* We, the people of the United Scates, 
in order to form a more perfect union (in the 
Territories,) establish justice (in the Territo- 
ries,) ensure domestic tranquillity (in the Terri- 
tories,) provide for the common defence (in the 
Territories,) promote the general welfare (in the 
Territories,) and secure the blessings of liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity (in the Territo- 
ries,) do make and ordain this Constitution for 
(the Territories of) the United States ;” decla- 
ring that ‘tthe primary object and ulterior de- 
sign of our Federal Government,” (established 
by this Constitution,) “were to secure these 

rights to all persons under its exclusive juris- 
diction’—that is—“in the Territories.” 

“No person” (in the Territories) “shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law.” 

“The right of the people” (of the Territories) 
“to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated.” 

“The right of the people” (of the Territo- 
ries) “ to keep and bear arms, shall not be in- 
fringed.” 

“ Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion” (in the Territories.) 
“or prohibiting the free exercise thereof” (in the 


or of the press” (in the Territories,) “or the 

This is making “ freedom national” and “ sla-|right of the people” (in the “erritories,) “peace: 

very sectional”—“ national” in the Térritories|ably to assemble, and to peuition the govern- 
ment for a redress of grievances.” : 


“No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 


‘No person” (in the Territories) “shall be 
held to answer for a capital or otherwise infa- 
mous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment by a grand jury,” &c. 

“Tn all criminal prosecutions” (in the Terri- 
tories,) “ the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury,” 
&e. ) 

“Tn suits at common law” (in the Territories) 
“ where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall 
be preserved,” &c. 

‘The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
shall not be suspended” (in the ‘erritories) 
“ unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require it.” 

“No bill of attainder, or ex post facto law 
shall be passed” (in the Territories.) 

“ No (Territory) shall pass any bill of attain- 
der, or ex post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, or grant any title of no- 
bility.” 

Or thus— 

“No State shall pass any bills of attainder” 
(in the Territories,) “‘ or ex post facto law,” (in 
the Territories) “ or bill of attainder” (in the 
Territories) ‘“ or laws impairing the obligation 
of contracts,” (in the Territories,) ‘or grant 
any title of nobility” (in the Territories.) 

“The United States shall guarantee to every 
(Territory) in this Union, a republican form of 
government.” 

And so on, to the end of the chapter. We 
have carried out the principle of the “ Republi- 
can” platform, by applying it to some provis. 
ions of the Constitution not particularly enume- 
rated by them. But they had set us the exam- 
ple, by applying it to the principal one—the 
‘“‘due process of law” which is inseparably con- 
nected with “the habeas corpus,” and the right 
of personal security in general, for the preserva- 
tion of which, the other pr8visions we have 
noticed, were designed. If the “ inalienable 
right to liberty,” and the “ due process of law,”’ 
(both specified in the platform,) are to be 
“maintained” only “in the Territories,” “ un- 
der the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federa] 
Government”—then the same must hold good 
in respect to all the similar provisions of the 
Constitution, and the version we have here, in 
part, furnished, absurd and ridiculous as it ap- 
pears, must be accepted as the true meaning 
of the instrument. 

We hear it admitted, even by Radical Abo- 
litionists, that the “ Republican platform,”—as 
shaped at Philadelphia, is good so far as it goes 
—that it does not commit its supporters, (as 
did the Pittsburg Platform) to the doctrine that 
the Constitution provides no safeguards for per- 
sonal liberty in the States, so that slavery in 
the States eannot be touched by the Federal 
Government. But, if this be so, what mean 
those explicit limitations of the Constitutional 
protection of liberty to “ the Territories” “ un- 





Territories,) “or abridging freedom of speech 





Government” ?: Can Radical Abolitionists con- 
sistently stand on stich a platform? Can they 
consent, by doing so, to endorse a Constitution- 
al theory so conspicuously marked by mischiey- 
ous and ridiculous absurdity and falsehood ? 
It may be said that the Constitution does pro- 
vide all these safeguards of liberty for the Ter- 
ritories, as well as for the States, and that they 
ought to be applied to that purpose. Very 
true. But why should the truth concerning the 
Territories be so stated as to teach an untruth 
concerning the States? And what reason is 
there to expect that those who give up the 
aegis of Constitutional protection for the people 
of the States, will be able to make it effective 
for the protection of the people of the Territo- 
ries? Let the history of the past, and the po- 
sition of the present, answer. 

The present condition of liberty in Kansas, is 
but the logical sequence of the fatal admission 
on the part of the friends of freedom, that the 
Constitutional safeguards of liberty are not to 
be made available for the inhabitants of the 
States. And yet, even some of those who profess 
to see and to deplore this folly, yield themselves 
up to the delusion of hoping that a platform 
based upon this very admission will prove a 
protection for Kansas! What Kansas most 
needs, is a practical repudiation of the entire 
theory that allows a Constitutional foot hold for 
border ruffianism, anywhere, either in Territo- 
ries or in States. Allow it to live in the States, 
and it is not easy to confine it by State lines. — 
The Free State men in Kansas are in a fair 
way to find out that. And we should think 
there had been some instructive lessons on the 
subject, lately, at the seat of Government.— 
Permit slaveholding in the States, and you 
permit the fit representatives of the “ peculiar 
institution” in Congress. Expel them, and they 
are immediately sent back again. Just so, of 
the invaders of Kansas. 





ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION OF 
RADICAL ABOLITIONISTS. 
From the Pontiac News. 

The Illinois State Convention of Radical Ab- 
olitionists met at Joliet, July 31st, and was or- 
ganized by choosing Dr. Phineas Crouch, of 
Peoria county, President, and H. H. Hinman, 
of Livingston county, Secretary, when on mo 
tion, a business committee of five, viz. Thomas 
Filer, Sheldon Peck, H. H. Hinman, G. W. 
Bushnell, and Moses Rumery, were chosen to 
present resolutions and prepare other business. 
A nominating committee of three, viz. Messrs. 
Hinman, Filer and Wright, were also chosen, 
after which the following resolution was pre- 
sented and adopted— 


Resolved, That Radical Abolitionists who do 
not choose to act with us as a party, be invited 
to participate in the doings of the Convention, 
with the exception of voting. 

The Convention was then addressed by sev- 
eral speakers on the general objects of the 
movement, after which the Convention adjourn- 
de to 2 o’clock P. M. 


At 2 o’clock the Convention was called to 
order by the President, and opened by prayer 
from Rev. G. W. Bassett. After reading the 
Secretary’s report, the business committee re- 
ported the following series of resolutions, which 





}der the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal 


were taken up and separately discussed, with 
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the exception of the 7th and 11th, which were 
postponed for discussion during the evening : 
ist. Resolved, That all men are created equal, 
and endowed by their Creator with certain in- 
alienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness. 
2d. That governments are instituted among 
men for the purpose of protecting all men in 
the secure enjoyment of their natural rights. 
3d. That any compact or system of. govern- 
ment that is subversive of, or fails to secure the 
above object, deserves not the name of a gov- 
ernment, and ought to be immediately reformed 
or abolished. 
4th. That the Constitution of the United 
States was ordained to establish justice, to 
promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to all the people of the 
United States; and that the officers of the go- 
vernment are clothed by the Constitution with 
ample powers to accomplish these objects. 
5th. That all theories of the Constitution 
conflicting with the above, are directly calculat- 
ed to bring the nation into contempt at home 
and abroad. 
6th. That the Radical Abolitionists are the 
only political party in the United States who 
practically acknowledge the truths of the Dec- 
laration of Independence or propose to admin- 
ister the government in accordance with the 
Constitution, and are therefore the only party 
through whose instrumentality there is any ra- 
tional hope of restoring peace and quiet to the 
country,’and saving our glorious Union. 
7th. That planting ourselves upon the un- 
changeable principles of this platform; ap- 
pealing to the philanthropy, patriotism, and 
good sense of the people, with a firm reliance 
on the blessing of Divine Providence, we will 
fight on and fight ever, until every foot of 
American soil shall be free, or we shall be bu- 
ried beneath it. 
8th. That the Black Code of Illinois would 
disgrace a nation of savages—and until it shall 
be repealed, neither the Church nor the State 
can be respected by honest men. 
9th. That the late outrages in Washington 
and Kansas are the natural fruit, and just pun- 
ishment of the indifference of the nation to sim- 
ilar outrages committed against slaves, colored 
people and abolitionists. 
10th. That although we deeply deplore the 
evils suffered by the Free State party in Kan- 
sas at the hands of lawless ruffians, we are 
constrained to admit that those sufferings are 


& just punishment upon the great majority of 


that party for their ill treatment of colored peo- 
ple, and base truckling to the slave power. 


Lith. That Gerrit Smith is a full embodiment | PY moving that the chair appoint a committee 


of the principles of the Radical Abolitionists, 


and that we should be guilty not only of gross 
injustice to him, but also of a base betrayal of | 
the cause of liberty, by voting for any other 
candidate for the Presidency now in nomination 


for that office. 


12th. That we urge upon Radical Abolition- 
ists of this State the support of Frederick 
Douglass’ paper and the “ Radical Abolition- 


ist.” 


The above resolutions, after an earnest dis- 
cussion by Messrs. Bassett, Grant, Filer, Pal- 


mer, and others, were unanimously adopted. 


The committee on nominations reported the 


following persons as suitable candidates for 
electors, which report was unanimously adopt 
ed by the Conyention. 

For Senatorial Electors—George W. Bassett 
of La Salle county, and H. O. Wagener of, 
Cook county. District Electors—James A. | 
Mortling, Dupage county, Phineas Crouch, 
Peoria county, Samuel Foster, Logan county, 
William Holmes, Jo Davis county, Allen M. 
Wright, Will county, Sheldon Peck, Dupage 
county, Thomas W. Langlin, La Salle, Thos. 
Cocks, McLean, and E. Ambrose, Stephenson 
county. 

On motion, a State executive committee, viz. 
G. W. Bassett, Moses Rumery, H. H. Hinman, 
Thomas Filer and H. O. Wagoner were chosen 
—who were authorized to fill vacancies, should 
any occur in the electoral ticket, and to call 
future State conventions. 

The Convention then adjourned until eight 
o’clock P. M., at which time the Convention 
met, when the 6th and 1J1th resolution being 
under discussion—Mr. G. W. Bassett advoca. 
ted their adoption, and was replied to, in an 
exceedingly able and eloquent speech by Mr. 
H. F. Douglass of C, W., in advocacy of the 
position and principles of the Republican par- 
ty, which was replied to by Messrs. Bassett, 
Hinman and Filer, after which the resolutions 
were adopted unanimously. On motion of T. 
Filer, the nominees of the Convention were in- 
vited to take the stump in advocacy of their 
election. The Convention also chose H. H. 
Hinman a committee to provide and distribute 
printed, tickets, and make provision for defray- 
ing the expense of the same. 

A vote of thanks was then tendered to the 
people of Joliet for their hospitality, and to Mr. 
Douglass for his address, and a motion adopted 





Assembly—Darius Titus. 

Associate Judges—George Abbott, Isaao 
Eddy. 
Treasurer—Anson Stilson. 
Commissioner—Joseph Morrison. 
Auditor—Joseph Gardner. 
Next the committee on resolutions being 
called upon, reported. The resolutions were 
read by the chairman and laid upon the table. 
They were afterwards adopted without any op- 
position. 
Whereas, We believe that Slavery, as now 
existing in these United States is in direct vio- 
lation of the law of God, and against the inher- 
ent sense of justice implanted by the Creator 
in the heart of man—that it is subversive of 
civil and religious liberty, of the Declaration 
of Independence, so eminently philanthropic 
and Christian, of the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States as interpreted by its Preamble; and 
believing there can be no peace to this nation 
while it shall be allowed an existence in our 
legislative enactments—and whereas neither of 
the political parties propose its abolition, and 
on the contrary acknowledge its lawfulness 
where it now exists, thus ignoring the inaliena- 
ble rights of millions of our countrymen now 
held in the most degrading servitude, and 
pledging themselves in the most solemn man- 
ner not to interfere in behalf of these crushed 
and imbruted ones to give to them their ac- 
knowledged rights, (a betrayal of liberty which 
should cause the deepest shame and mortifica- 
tion not only to every American but every lov- 
er of his race,) and believing as we do that the 
chain with which we bind the poor slave is also, 
by the immutable, unchanging laws of eternal 
justice, fastened to us; and that if we do not 
abolish a system so palpably unjust, then will 





this Convention in all papers friendly to its ob- 
jects, when at half past eleven the Convention 
adjourned sine die. Puineas Crovcn, 

President. 


— 


PENNSYLVANIA MOVING. 


WARREN COUNTY CONVENTION OF RADI- 
CAL ABOLITIONISTS. 


From the Warren Mail. 

Pursuant to previous notice, an adjourned 
Radical Nominating Convention met at the time 
and place appointed, to transact important bu- 
siness. The meeting being called to order, 
Lewis Clarke was called to preside, and Edgar 
R. Pratt was appointed Secretary. 

Opening Prayer by Rev. W. D. Henry. Da- 





the meeting. The house proceeded to business 


of three on nominations. The committee con- 
sisted of L. H. Pratt, D. Titus and H. Harmon. 

On motion, a committee of two was appoint- 
ed on resolutions. They were A. R. Titus and 
Rev. Mr. Henry. 


which he made some remarks. 


and others. 


received the report. 
follows— 





rius Titus of Warren then stated the object of 


While the committee were 
absent, we listened to the reading of an article 

American by Mr. Stoolfire, after 
from the True y We ag lis. merchandise—that ‘“ man cannot hold property 


tened to speeches from Mr. Blodget, Mr. Clark, 


The committee on nominations having re- 
turned, the chairman reported, and the house 
The nominations were as 


requesting the publication of the proceedings of|the day come when national retribution shall be 


meted out, and ourselves be led forth into cap- 
tivity to be the prey of the spoiler, thus reaping 
what we have sown. ‘Therefore 
Ist. Resolved, That in view of the position 
assumed by the great political and ecclesiastical 
parties of this nation not to interfere with slave- 
ry where it already exists; that we are shut up 
to the necessity if we would act consistent with 
our avowed principles as set forth in our De- 
claration of Independence and the Constitution 
of the United States as interpreted by its pre- 
amble; of dissolving the political bands which 
have bound us together, and to assume among 
others the right of choosing men who represent 
our principles, men who are in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in these United States. 

2d. Resolved, That we deeply regret the ne- 
cessity forced upon us of forming a separate 
organization after having witnessed such exhi- 
bitions of the power of Slavery within the last 
few years a8 we have; and we will hail with 
delight the auspicious day when the Republican 
Party, professedly anti-slavery, or any other, 
shall take the eminently just and Christian po- 
sition, that man cannot be made an article of 


in man,” and wield its influence and power not 
merely to make liberty national and slavery sec- 
tional, but to wholly abolish a system so utterly 
at war with the moral government of God, and 
the inalienable rights of man. . 

3d. Resolved, That in laboring for the en- 
tire abolition of American Slavery, we are not 
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only pleading the cause of the poor slave, but 
sled for our own firesides, our own rights, the 
perpetuity of our own liberty, and for civil 
and religious liberty throughout the world. 

4th. Resolved, That the treatment of Sena- 
tor Sumner by Brooks, and the people of Kan- 
sas by Border Ruffians, is but reaping what we 
have sowed, and therefore we should not com- 
plain of slavery for using the only weapon— 
brute force, in defence of its acknowledged 
rights. 

5th. Resolved, That in making compromises 
with Slavery we not only suffer loss, but also 


erty and justice—a position we deem wholly 
unsound. 


“liberty is proclaimed throughout all the land 
to all the inhabitants thereof.” 

Afterwards a debate arose, in which Rev. 
Mr. Henry, Blodgett, Dr. Andrews, Stoolfire, 
and others freely participated. 


nor in the State. 


Tights of nations, hereby found a political Asso- | 
‘ciation, under the name of the Guernsey Coun-! President—Samuel Thompson. 
ty Radical Abolition League. 
2. Its object shall be to secure the immediate | 
and unconditional abolition of American sla-! 
very. 
3. Its leading sentiments are these— 
First—Slaveholding is sinful, illegal and un-| 
constitutional. It has no right to be in Church | 
It is to be excluded from the’ 
‘former as a sin, and prohibited by the latter as' 
acrime. It is not sanctioned by the Bible, or} 
the Constitution, but is condemned by both. 
acknowledge it as a system compatible with lib- | 


Second—It is the duty of the Federal Gov- 


‘ernment in all its departments to suppress 
slaveholding throughout the United States. 
6th. Resolved, That we will not cease our! 
efforts in the cause ef human freedom, until. Governments to sustain the Federal Govern- | 
ment in these measures, to protect their citizens 
and all who touch their soil from seizure by'| 
‘kidnappers or slaveholders, under the Fugitive 
‘Slave Bill or otherwise—to make ail attempts 
‘at the execution of this unconstitutional and 


Third—It is the duty of the several State 


On motion, a County Vigilance Committee of atrocious act a penal offence, and to extend the 


five was appointed. They were P. Dennison, 
A. R. Titus, L. H. Pratt, James Abbots, H. 
Pomeroy. 

G. B. Walker and D. Titus were appointed 
Senatorial Delegates and corresponding com- 
mittee. 

Other business being settled, the meeting 
then adjourned to meet at the Court House in 
Warren, on Wednesday, September 3d, at six 
o’clock P. M. 

LEWIS CLARK, President. 

Edgar R. Pratt, Secretary. 





OHIO MOVING. 


RADICAL "CONVENTION IN GUERNSEY CO.. 
Senecavitte, Guernsey co., O., July 19, ’56. 


right of suffrage and eligibility to office to all 


| their citizens, irrespective of race, birthplace, 


or complexion. 

| Fourth—lIt is the duty of our citizens at the 
| ballot box to provide a State and National Ad- 
‘ministration that will make these measures par- 
‘amount objects of their activities—to secure a 
Judiciary that will execute justice—to vote for 
such candidates for office, and for such only, 
as are tried friends of the enslaved, and public- 
ly known to be earnestly engaged in promot- 
ing these measures. 

, 4. Our Political chart will be the Radical 
| Abolition Platform adopted at Boston, October 
| 1855—our object to disseminate the doctrines, 


| promote the measures, and sustain the candi-! 
'P ’ 


In pursuance of a previous call, the friends | 44tes of the Radical Abolition Party, by in- 
of Universal HumansRights held a meeting at ‘Teasing the circulation of newspapers and 


the Wesleyan Chapel in the town of Seneca- 


ville, for the purpose of organizing a Radical | ents, by personal conversation and public ad-| 
Abolition League,—to give an expression of dresses, and penerally in every legitimate and | 


other periodicals, by the distribution of docu- 


their sentiments in reference to the cause of the Proper mode. 


great wrongs of this nation—also, to declare the | 


5. Any person approving these objects, prin- 


only remedy for the cure of those wrongs ; and/ ©iPles, and measures, and pledged to their sup- 


farther, to promote the sentiments, principles, 


|port by effort and example, may become a 


and measures of the Radical Abolitionists, to-. mem ber of the League by signing its Consti- 
gether with the election of Gerrit Smith and | tution. 


Samuel McFariand to the offices of President 


and Vice President of the United States. 


6. The officers of the League shall be a 
, President, Vice President, Secretary and Trea- 


The meeting was called to order by the ap- | 8urer, who, together with others, shall consti- 
pointment of James Thompson temporary | tte an executive committee, five of whom shall 
chairman, and the Rey. J. Webster temporary constitute a quorum for the transaction of bu- 
clerk. The meeting was opened by prayer by | 8™e88- 


the Rev. J. Webster. On motion of Rev. J. 
Webster, (which motion prevailed) a committee 
of three was appointed, (consisting of A. Haze- 
let, T. Crossen, and J. M. Rainie) to report a 


Constitution and Resolutions for the meeting. cide. 


Said committee retired for deliberation, and du- 
ring their absence, the meeting was addressed 


The committee re, 
turned, and reported the following Constitu- 


tion, which was received and unanimously 


by the Rev. J. Webster. 


adopted. 


Constitution of the Guernsey County Radical Aboli- 


f tion League. 


before said alteration or amendment be made. 


Art. 1. The undersigned, citizens of Guern-| Board of Officers. 


sey county, believing in the equal rights o: 
men, the equal rights of States, and the equal 


permanent officers. 





} 


' 
i 


The following named officers were elected — 
Vice Presi. 
dent—J. F. Diliey. Secretary—A. Hazelet, 
Treasurer—T. Crossen. 

After the election of permanent officers, the 
committee on resolutions reported the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were received 
and unanimously adopted. 


PREAMBLE. 


Whereas, we look upon the principles em. 
braced in the following sentiment, viz.—the Fa- 


_therhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man 
'—as being sanctioned by God’s revealed will 


: 


_to man, as well as by the inherent laws of man’s 


nature, and of universal application to ail the 
vast family of man, without ;any exception on 
account of nativity or complexion, and all the 
members of this vast family are created free 
and equal, and are endowed by their Creator 
with an inalienable right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness, and any infraction of these 
rights or attempt thereto, by any man upon 
his fellow man, is not only a reflection and re- 
proach upon the wisdom and character of God, 
but amounts to a rebellion against his govern- 
ment, as well as an injury against those who are 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. And 
all persons who abridge or attempt to abridge 
the rights and immunities of any portion of our 
race without cause, are, and should be regard- 
ed as enemies to man, sinners against God, and 





7. The annual meeting of the League for the 
election of officers and the transaction of other 
appropriate business, shall be held at such time’ 
and place as the executive committee shall de-! 


8. This Constitution may be altered or 
amended at any regular meeting of the League | 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members pres- 
ent, provided written notice specifying the al- 
teration or amendment be given one meeting 


9. The executive committee shall be author- 
ized to fill any vacancy which may occur in the 


criminal in the eyes of his law. Therefore 

| Resolved, Ist. That American slavery is a 
'flagitious outrage upon all the rights of the 
three and a half millions who are its victims— 
and is, of itself, a systen of barbarity without 
justification or excuse, and as friends of human- 
ity we view it in all its varied phases with utter 
indignation and abhorrence, wherever existing, 
either in the States, Territories, or District. 

2. That in the judgment of this meeting, all 
true opposision to the slavery of America 
should arise out of true sympathy with and pity 
for the enslaved bondman—because humanity, 
in the person of the poor slave, is crushed, and 
not because some of our political rights as nor- 
_thern members of this Union are infringed upon 
‘by the southern members thereof, in the person 
of Border Ruffians and their accomplices. 

3. That as slavery is a crime of the first mag- 
nitude, of the darkest hue, being evil and only 
evil continually, there cannot be a justifiable 
reason for its continuance one single day.— 
_ Therefore as Christians and American citizens, 
‘we demand its immediate and unconditional 


jabolition throughout the entire government, 
.and a correct practical development of the de- 
sign of our government would immediately se- 
cure its extinction, and make every man a free- 
man—and a compliance with this demand is the 
only thing that can secure the perpetuity, 
peace and harmony of this great country. 

4. That the present excited condition of pub- 
lic affairs, and the difficulties of Kansas, are the 
natural fruits of slavery, just such an issue as 
the corrupt fountain legitimately sends forth— 
and it is repugnant to ‘manifest destiny’ to an- 
ticipate the perpetual ending of our national 
troubles until the fatal cause itself, Suavery, is 
effectually and forever removed. 

5. That we have no hope of the deliverance 











Resolved, That the League proceed to elect|of the oppressed millions of our countrymen 





from the power of tyrants through the instru] 








RT eRe ernete er einsrwrinianscmeaiazee toms 


RADICAL ABOLITIONIST. 13 





mentality of any organization, either religious or 
political, that does not assume the only tenable 
position, touching the slavery question, viz.— 
immediate and unconditional abolition of the 
entire system throughout the length and 
breadth of our Jand; and, in the sense of this 
meeting, such organizations, and they only, are 
worthy the support and influence of Christians 
and American citizens. 


6. That as the party known by the appella- 
tion of the Radical Abolition party is the only 
political party endorsing the principles of the 
fifth resolution in this series, we hereby call up- 
on all the true friends of the slave to give said 
party their influence and support during the 
ensuing Presidential campaign. 

7. That in the person of Gerrit Situ, the 
nominee of the Radical Abolition party for the 
office of President of the United States, is found 
a true and unwavering friend of Human Rights, 
as well as a friend to the true interests of our 
entire country, and one altogether suitable and 
worthy to occupy the Presidential chair, and 
capable of discharging the various and respon- 
sible duties connected with that important sta- 
tion—and his election thereto would bring joy 
and gladness to many crushed hopes and bleed- 
ing hearts. 

8. That the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 is 
repugnant to the Constitution, to the principles 
of common law, to the spirit of Christianity, 
and to the sentiments of the civilized world— 
we therefore deny its binding force upon the 
American people, and demand its immediate 
and total repeal. 


9, That copies of the proceedings of this 
meeting be forwarded to the Radical Abolition- 
ist, Frederick Douglass’ paper, the Wesleyan, 
the Ohio Columbian, the Guedus Times, and 
the Jeffersonian, for publication in said papers. 


10. That the League adjourn to meet at the 
Wesleyan chapel at Senecaville, on the ;first 
Saturday of August, 1856, at three o’clock 
r. me James THompson, Pres. 


A. Hazelet, Secretary. 
i 


Sone men resolve that they will never be in 
any danger of drunkenness, though they have 
no notion of being so ridiculously fanatical as 
to leave off the use ef strong drink altogether. 


Some men resolve that they will never submit 
to the reign of despotism themselves, though 
they will, by no means, become such fools and 
fanatics as to enter upon a crusade against the 
despotism that is only crushing a few millions 
of their fellow citizens. 


Some men 7veso/ve that slavery shall never be 
permitted to go into Kansas, while they take 
care to have it understood that they will not 
disturb it, where it already exists. 


Now, in all these cases, men resolve that 
they will secure theZend without the use of the 
heaven-appointed and prescribed means. ‘They 
resolve they will change the nature of things, 
divorce effects from causes, and repeal the 
laws under which they are placed by the sov- 
ereign authority and decree of their Creator. 


It is under the same moral delusion that im- 
penitent sinners resolve that they will, somehow, 
ascend to the celestial city, while they continue 
to travel in the direct road to perdition. In al, 





these cases, alike, men flatter themselves that 
their good resolutions will save them, without 
conforming to the laws of their being, which 
have been established and proclaimed for their 
guidance. 

No wonder the quaint old writers used to 
say that “the road to hell is paved with good 
resolutions.”’ 


Only think of a man who should swallow a 
dose of ipecac, and resolve not to vomit—and 
put coals of fire in his bosom, and resolve not 
to be burned ! 
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For President, 
GERRIT SMITH, or New York, 


For Vice-President, 
SAMUEL McFARLAND, or Pennsytvania, 





== Position or Gerrit Smru. — We 
have the best authority for contradicting the 
report that Gerrit Smith has concluded to go 
for Fremont. Mr. 8. cannot consent to be 
held responsible for reports of his conversations 
that have appeared in the papers, not knowing 
who made them, nor what conversations were 
referred to. But he will soon publish a Letter, 
explaining why he cannot vote for Colonel Fre- 
mont, but why he would prefer his election to 


that of Buchanan or Fillmore. 





NOTICE. 


To the Radical Abolitionists of ihe State of 


New York. 

You are hereby requested to meet in Con- 
vention at Syracuse, in Market Hall, on Wed- 
nesday, the 17th September, (being the time 
and place of the Liberty Party State Conven- 
tion,) for the purpose of designating electors to 
vote for Gerrit Smitu for President, and Sam- 
veL McFaruanp for Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States—and also to take measures for pro- 
moting their support, at the polls. 

By order of the National Committee, 
Wituiam GoopeELt, 
Member of the Committee for New York. 

New York, August 7, 1856. 


== Editors please copy. 


_—— 


LIBERTY PARTY CONVENTION. 


f=” «The members of the Liberty Party of 
New York are requested to assemble in Mass 
Convention, at Market Hall, in Syracuse, on 
Wednesday, the 17th day of September next, 
at half-past ten o’clock, A. M., to nominate 
State officers and appoint Electoral candidates 
for the ensuing Presidential Election. 

The attendance of those is selicited, who sus- 
tain, by their political suffrage, the great princi- 
ples of universal liberty, uncontaminated by 
compromise or expediency. 

J. C. HARRINGTON, 


w. W. CHAPMAN, 
State Central Committee. 
. Minetro, August 2, 1856.2 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERI. 
CAN ABOLITION SOCIETY. 


The first Annual Meeting of the American 
Abolition Society, for the election of officers 
and the transaction of other appropriate busi- 
ness, will be held at the Society’s Rooms, No. 
48 Beekman street, second floor, on Wednes- 
day, October 22d, 1856, at ten o’clock, A. M. 
‘The Treasurer’s account, and the Annual Re- 
port of the Executive Committee will be pre- 
sented for the action of the Society. 


By order of the Executive Committee, 
Wittiam Goovett, Cor. Sec. 


N. B.—No public meeting for Addresses is 
expected, until the customary time of holding 
anniversaries in May next. 


as Editors please copy. 


} 





ABOLITION FUNDS WANTED! 


= ~Monrtuty Sunscriprions—Back Dues 
—Renewal.—Subscribers to the monthly sub- 
scription paper, commenced at Syracuse, May 
27th, 1855, who have not yet paid up all their 
monthly dues, are respectfully requested to do 
so. Subscribers and other friends of the cause 
are invited to forward their names to a similar 
subscription for the coming year, as some have 
already done, and forward a new monthly in- 
stalment. The Committee’s operations are, of 
course, in proportion to their means, 


iin 


== Subscribers to the funds of the Nation- 
aL Committee for supporting the nomination of 
Gerrit Smita and Samven McFartanp, are 
also requested to forward to this office, the 
amounts subscribed. The money is wanted to 
defray expenses already incurred, and stil] fu- 
ture. 





vu <P 


a= Subscribers to the “ Radical Aboli- 
tionist” who have not yet paid their advance 
for the second volume, are respectfully request- 
ed to do so—and all our friends are requested 
to assist in extending its circulation. 











“LAW versus SLAVERY.” 


Asouition Documents, No. 3.—We now 
make an important addition to our “ Cata- 
logue” and “ Special List”? of Publications.— 
This document consists, mainly, of select ex- 
tracts from eminent jurists, and writers on 
common Jaw, of the highest celebrity and legal 
authority, classified under the following heads : 
I. What is law? II. Valid law distinguished 
from usurpation. IIT. Object of law—Govern- 
ment and legal science. IV. Law not created 
by human enactments. V. No civil govern- 
ment has legal authority to violate natural 
rights, or to authorize their violation. VI. Sla- 
very cannot be legalized. VII. Slavery is un- 
constitutional. VIII. Scripture use of the 
word law. Under each head quotations are 
'made direct to the point, from such authorities 
|as the following, viz.—Jacob’s Law Dictionary, 
Cicero, Justinian, Blackstone, Hampden— 
Moses, Jeremiah, Hooker, Witherspoon, For- 
tescue, Noyes, Hobart, Lyttleton, McLean, 
Vattel, Story, the Federalist, Wilson, Locke, 





‘Somers, Martin Luther, St. Augustine, John 
‘Milton, Alexander Hamilton, Noah Webster, 
| Jefferson, Montesquieu, Polybius, John O. 


Spencer, Bishop ,Horsely., , The reader, will 
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find that if authorities like these can be depend- 
ed upon, slavery is illegal, and that it must be 
forever impossible for any government, espe- 
cially a republican government, to legalize it. 
He will find, further, that, aside from the au- 
thority of justly celebrated names, the truths 
enunciated by them shine in their own light, 
and cannot be pondered without the conviction 


that they are self-evident. 


The “document” is offered at the cheapest 
rate, in the hope that it may be liberally order- 
ed for gratuitous distribution in neighborhoods. 
It contains four 
large pages with double columns, and may be 
had for fifty cents per hundred—postage, one 


It cannot fail to do execution. 


cent per ounce, (about four to the ounce.) 


- 





Anti-Sravery tn Canapa.—Mr. J.J. E. Lin- 
ton, of Stratford, C. W., is doing a good work 
in exposing the course of our American Tract 
Society, American Sunday School Union, and 
other kindred religious associations, in respect 
It is well that Christians in Cana- 
da should be put on their guard against patron- 


to slavery. 


izing such organizations, or holding fraternity 
with them. The interests of a pure Christiani- 
ty, in Canada, if nothing else, call loudly for the 
exercise of Mr. Linton’s rare industry and lib- 
eral expenditures in flooding the provinces with 
information on this subject, If Christians and 
ministers in Canada would erect a barrier 


against a frightful inundation of the skepticism 
and infidelity that are found to be the legitimate 
spawn of a corrupted pro-slavery religion, they 
must stand sternly aloof from most of the more 
prominent religious Societies and Ecclesiastical 
Mr. Linton, we are glad 
to see, is sparing neither pains nor expense to 
perfect and advertise extensively a full and cor- 
rect list of them, in contrast with those of an 


bodies, in the States. 


opposite character. Mr. Linton says— 


“The Societies and Publications to be avoided in 
Canada, are: 1. American Tract Society. 2. Ameri- 
3. Methodist Episcopal 
Church [north] Book concern of 200 Mulberry street, 
New York. 4. Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 5. The Baptist Publi- 


can Sunday School Union. 


cations of Broome and Nassau streets, New York.” 





FREMONT REPUBLICANISM, AC- 
CORDING TO THE N. Y. TIMES. 


The following is from the New York Daily 
Times (of July 4,) edited by Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Raymond, who drafted the Address of 
the Pittsburg Republican Convention. We give 


it very little comment. 


“Fremont’s Votes.—The Administration papers 
are industriously parading Colonel Fremont’s votes in 
the Senate of the United States, upon various propo- 
sitions that were there presented concerning slavery. 
The first was upon a project that the United States 
Government should pay the Colonization Society for 
clothing, feeding and educating 750 Africans who had 
Colonel Fremont voted 
against it. The next was a motion to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia—and upon this proposi- 
tion, presented twice, Colonel Fremont both times 


been rescued from a slaver. 


voted No. 


“ The Administration press could not possibly ren- 
der the Republican cause a better service than by 
parading these votes. They refute decisively its con- 
stant assertion that the Republican party is an Abo- 
tion Party, and that Col. Fremont is an Abolitionist. 
They prove conclusively the conservative and defen- 
sive eharacter of the Republican movement. The 


abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia is no 
part of the Republican Platform, {It is not a measure 
advocated by the Republican Party. Neither that, 
nor the payment of money out of the Federal Treasu- 
ry to the Colonization Society, forms any part of the 
Republican creed. Colonel Fremont’s record upon 
both these schemes is precisely what it should be.* 


“The sole object of the Republican movement is to 
prevent the extension of slavery into free territory, 
and to dethrone it from its supremacy over the Fed- 
eral Government. It is purely defensive and conser- 
vative. It menaces no vested interests, proposes no 
interference with slavery in States where it exists, 
contemplates no action upon the subject anywhere 
which can justly be regarded as offensive, and seeks 
neither more nor less than to bring the Government 
back to the Constitutional principles and practices of 
its founders. Colonel Fremont has declared repeat- 
edly, and testified by his acts, his entire and cordial 
sympathy with these endeavors. We are glad that 
his opponents are proving to the country that he 
does not go beyond them. We trust the Buchanan 
and Fillmore presses of the Union will keep before 
their readers Col. Fremont’s votes in the Senate on 
the subject referred.” 


In the same paper, for August 2, we find an- 


other editorial, commenting upon the folly of 
Mr. Toombs’ threat of dissolving the Union, in 
case of the election of Fremont. 

“The election of Fremont, as Toombs and his fel- 
lows are perfectly aware, will impair not one right, 
nor deny a single just claim of the South: will rob 


them of no Slave Territory ;, will leave the institution 
intact ; will simply disarm the combatants on both 
sides of the Slavery question, and give peace to the 
country. It will restore the consecrated division 
line between free and slave labor; and that will be 
the limit of its interference with slavery either in its 
social or political aspect. Knowing these things, 
were Mr. Toombs, or the other misleaders of the 
South, to go to the people, and state the case fairly, 
and ask their calm judgment of the alternative, can 
we doubt what that judgment would be? Can we 
doubt what it will be, notwithstanding the efforts of 
these political incendiaries to misstate the issue, ex- 
cite unjust impressions of the Northern movement, 
and speculate in the deficient sources of information 
among the Sothern masses ? Mr. Toombs knows as 
well as we do, that if the people of the North and of 
the South could once get rid of the intermediation of 
turbulent and inflammatory demagogues, and by di- 
rect conference learn to understand each other fairly 
and frankly on this vexed question of slavery, agita- 
tion of the subject would cease forever; and that so 
far from resisting the inauguration of Fremont, the 
South would join cordially in his election.” 


This agrees, perfectly, with the ‘“ Southern 
platform” of Mr. F. P. Blair, President of the 
Pittsburg Convention, and received with ap- 
plause, by that body. It would be the 
‘security of the slave institution”—“ the finale 
of all existing commotions.” 





FREMONT REPUBLICANISM, AC. 
CORDING TO THE N.Y. INDEPEN. 
DENT. 


The New York Independent supports the 
Republican platform and the nomination of Fre- 
mont. One of its correspondents writes from 
Connecticut— 





* Is this “making liberty national, and slavery 
sectional” ? Is this “relieving the Federal Govern- 
ment from all responsibility in respect to slayery” ? 
What Government IS responsible for slavery in the 
Federal District, “under exclusive jurisdiction of 
Congress, if this is not? By what other authority 
does slavery exist there ? 











“ To the Editors of the Independent : 
Dear Brethren—What shall we do? Colonel Fre- 
mont says: 


‘ While I feel inflexible in the belief that it (slave- 
ry) ought not to be interfered with where it exists 
under the shield of State sovereignty, I am as inflexi- 
bly opposed to its extension beyond its present lim- 


its.’ 

We wish to vote against the extension of slavery, 
but we cannot endorse the idea of ‘State sovereign. 
ty’ so shielding the horrid system that the General 
Government cannot reach it, even though our Con- 
stitution was ‘ ordained to establish justice, and to 
secure the blessings of liberty for ourselves and our 
posterity.’ The ‘Old Liberty Guard’ are in a trying 
spot. § 

What shall we do? Yours, 

ViaTor.” 

In answer to the above, the Independent 
says— 

“ Viator” should remember that this very princi- 
ple of State sovereignty gives Connecticut the right 
to shield the persons of her citizens from the enormi- 
ties of the Fugitive Slave Act. With the power of 
Congress wielded by the slave oligarchy for the de- 
struction of liberty, the North cannot afford to cast 
aside the “ shield of State sovereignty.” 


And so, the “ State Right” to protect liberty 
and the “ State Right” to overthrow liberty, 
rest upon one and the same constitutional ba- 


sis! The one right is as sacred as the other | 
Read on— ‘ 


“Congress has a right to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; to prohibit the slave trade be- 
tween the States; to forbid slavery in the Territo- 
ries ; and to refuse to admit another Slave State into 
the Confederacy. But Congress has no right to in- 
terfere with slavery where it exists under State sov- 
ereignty. Hence we like exceedingly the discrimina- 
tion of Colonel Fremont’s position: it is wise, sound, 
constitutional.” 


If this be so, why did not the “ discrimina- 
tion” of Col. Fremont, so conspicuously “wise, 
sound, and constitutional,” draw the line where 
the Independent here draws it? Why did he 
—and why did the Convention that nominated 
him—omit to declare the duty of abolishing 
slavery in the District of Columbia, to probibit 
the slave trade between the States, to forbid 
slavery in the Territories, and to refuse to ad- 
mit another Slave State into the Confederacy °” 
Why did the Convention refuse to take this 
“sound, constitutional” ground, demanding 
also the repeal of the unconstitutional slave 
bill ?— Was it a “wise, sound, constitutional 
discrimination” that dictated this course? Or 
was it a truckling, time-serving, office-seeking 
expediency? Let common sense decide. 

FREMONT REPUBLICANISM, AC. 

CORDING TO BENNETT'S N. Y. 
HERALD. 


James Gordon Bennett, strange to say, is at 
one with Greeley and Raymond (of the Trib- 
une, and Times) in supporting Col. Fremont. 

Rumor attributes this course of Mr. Bennett 
to a spite against the magnates of the sham 
Democracy at Washington, because they would 





.| not give him some high station—a foreign em- 


bassy—or something of that sort. We should 
do wrong to judge of Col. Fremont or of the 
Republican party, by the sayings of Benaett.— 
And yet it may not be amiss to see on what 
grounds the Fremont ticket is to be supported 
by the Herald branch of it. It is a maxim, 
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with politicians, that an Administration has to 
be adjusted and shaped by the various influen- 
ces that bring it into existence. If these be 
complex and incongruous, the cabinet and the 
policy are likely to partake of the incongruity. 
What the influence of Bennett’s Herald and of 
its converts to the Republican ranks would be, 
may be conjectured from such extracts as the 
following— 


“Next, the South may have good cause to say, 
that as slave property was made an element of politi- 
cal power by the framers of our Constitution, so by 
that instrument itself they have a right to require its 
recognition now. The balances of power were kept 
even by these compromises from necessity, and they 
cannot now be kept evenly without them. We have 
prospered under this practical adjustment of things, 
and when we cease to recognise it, we shall as a na- 
tion cease to be. Putting all other considerations 
out of question, this alone is worthy of serious 
thoughtfulness. The South and the North must grow 
together equally in their sovereign power, or they 
must be forever separated.” 


“ The Kansas bill of Mr. Douglas, whatever form 
it may assume in its details, is a rectification of this 
disturbed balance of power, and in that light it may 
be frankly acquiesced in. Suppose this is the real 
object, why should we blink the question? It is of 
little moment who succeeds in holding the reins of 
government for four years, if the government itself 
but firmly lasts. We must not consider men so much 
as we should the Union. This bond is all that makes 
us great and happy and prosperous. , : 

Let, then, the Kansas question be settled in the 
right spirit. Let the South, if it wishes, have fair 
play. Let the Territory come in as a slave State, 
and there will be no further cause of discontent. "The 
Union must and shall be preserved.” 


“ Would Fremont’s election dissolve the Union ?”’ 


On the contrary, we are well satisfied that his policy 
would in reality open the eyes of the South to the 


smallness of the danger they have to apprehend from 


the anti-slavery sentiment of the North, and would 
tend greatly to soothe the irritation which the pres- 


ent attitude of parties is calculated to keep up.” 

The New York Herald has a wide cireula- 
tion, particularly in New York city, and leads 
scores of thousands of votes. There are, per- 
haps, other editors and politicians of like type, 


springing up, naturally, between the different 

personages of the narrative. No work of the 

class, so far as we know, embraces so much 

racy, pungent, and instructive discussion as this. 

To the story-reading community it will convey, 

in an attractive form, the information and the 

mental stimulus and direction they most need— 

and even veteran abolitionists may find some 

rich thoughts that they had never met with be- 

fore. The thoroughness of its abolitionism is, 

with us, one of its chief recommendations, No- 

where does it palliate the enormous wickedness 

of slaveholding. The fact of sustaining the re- 

lation is clearly shown to be the primary and 

chief sin—the parent of all the abominations of 
the system. This feature of the work is the 
natural result of its high moral and religious 
tone—insisting, everywhere, upon the uncom- 
promising claims of the divine law, and the 
immortality, the spiritual nature, and high 
responsibilities, as well as the equal brother- 
hood of man. We regard it as being, on the 
whole, one of the best models of moral and reli- 
gious story-telling that we haye yet seen, and 
one of the heaviest blows, from that armory, 
upon the head of the monster crime of our 
country. 

A constitutional argument is also introduced, 
in the form of a lawyer’s plea before a commis- 
sioner, which goes the full length of proving 
the unconstitutionality of slavery, as well as 
of the Fugitive Slave Bill, and we think it is 
substantially and unanswerably done up,— 
though based upon a single provision, the 
Amendment securing the “ free exercise of re- 
ligion.” Our only criticism upon it is the un- 
ealled-for and mistaken concession that the 
rendition clause applies legally to slaves. But 
this breach is closed up, and the error is ren- 
dered nearly harmless by the truthful argu- 
ment that the amendment controls and abro- 
gates whatever conflicts, or might conflict with 
it, inthe original document. It is instructive 
to notice how with only one out of a dozen or 
twenty constitutional provisions for securing 
personal freedom, the entire structure of the 


willing to support Fremont, for promotion, ra-|American Bastile may be easily demolished— 
ther than Buchanan. The result may be an/and that, too, notwithstanding the gratuitous 
Administration party that would not be an unit, | concession to the Slave power of the most for- 
even on the question of freedom in Kansas,—|midable of the two or three posts It had claimed 


We can remember a party that, for some fif-|and attempted to occupy. 


teen years, did a large business, as a Bank and 


For the book, we anticipate ready sales, de- 


‘Tariff party in some sections of the country,|lighted readers, and extensive and permanent 


and as an Anti-Bank and Anti-Tariff party in| usefulness. 


The enterprising publishers, we 


other sections of the country. And leaders in|trust, will receive ample encouragement. 


that party are leaders in this. 





“ Betre Scort, or Liberty Overthrown. A Tale 





POLICY OF EDITORS. 
The National Anti-Slavery Standard and the 


for the Crisis.” Columbus. D. Andersen, Cin-| Liberator are beginning to change their tene in 


cinnati. George 8. Blanchard, 1856. 


respect to the nomination of Col. Fremont, and 


We have received, and perused with deep) tho Republican movement. They are begin. 
interest, a copy of this new work, and consider ning to learn that, just in proportion as the tide 
it a production of decided originality and pow-| of “ Republicanism” rises, the desire for the 
er. The narrative, or rather the connected se-| abolition of slavery, or even for a dissolution 
ries of narratives, which are made to cluster) of the Union on account of slavery, is subsid- 


round the central story of “ Belle Scott,” are 


xing. The “Standard” has a very sensible 


each one of them, strikingly illustrative of some| article on the subject, which the Fremont pa- 


one or more of the horrid features and work 


ings of slavery, One of the marked character. 
istics of the book is the frequency and the stir- 


ring effect with which earnest and racy discus 


sions of the slavery question, in its different 


-|pers are eagerly copying, in evidence that they 
are not abolitionists. 

The Buchanan papers, in the mean time, are 
laboring to prove that the Republicans are fa- 
voripg abolition and disunion. To this end, 





phases, are introduced, in the form of dialogues 


— —— 


mont and of the Republican movement from the 
Standard, and then couple them with the 
strongest language of the Liberator, the Stand- 
ard, and Wendell Phillips, against slavery and 
in favor of disunion. With this they queerly 
mix up Gerrit Smith and the Radical A bolition- 
ists—just as though the Republican party, the 
Garrisonians, and the Radical Abolitionists, 
were all one! The ignorance or the reckless- 
ness of some of the Buchanan papers is quite 
amazing. The rage, desperation, vulgarity, 
and mendacity of some of their editors, betray 
their strong apprehensions of coming defeat ; 
and of the consciousness of deserving it. They 
are over-shooting the mark. Col. Fremont, if 
elected, will owe his success, in no small de- 
gree, to the natural effects of their slanderous 
vituperation. As Radical Abolitionists, we 
give our reasons for not supporting Fremont, 
without abating a particle of our reprobation of 
his pro-slavery slanderers. The hue-and-cry 
abeut his being a Catholic, appears to be with- 
out any foundatien, and there is no evidence 
of his being a slaveholder. But if he were 
both, the supporters of Border Ruffianism 
ought to know their game better than to lisp a 
syllable about it. It is uncomely for Satan to 
rebuke sin; “ for how then shall his kingdom 
stand ?”’ 


ee 
—_—. 


GSS CorresPonvents will please excuse us 
if we defer or neglect publishing their articles. 
We are constantly receiving many that we 
should be glad to publish, but our little month- 
ly sheet is not able to contain a tenth part of 
them. We can only give a few of them as spe- 
cimens, once in a while. 


— 








—_ 


Eos EExcuances.—Please be careful to di- 
rect to the “ Radical Abolitionist”—-nor to the 
American Jubilee. We lose many papers for 
want of the right direction. 

allies 
EX Keeisteren Letrers.—The practice 
of registering letters containing money is not a 
good practice. It does not make the Govern- 
ment or its agents responsible for the money.— 
It does not make the remittance more safe. On 
the contrary, the registry mark is a notice to 
every one who sees it, that the letter contains 
money, and it is the more liable to be broken 
open. And then there is a delay and a trou- 
blesome ceremony about the delivery. The 
per centage paid for registry is worse than lost. 
We are willing to bear the risk of money remit- 
ted FOR OUR PAPER, provided tt 1s not registered. 

OE er 

Pustications of the American Reform Tract 
and Book Society are for sale at our Deposito- 
ry. (See advertisement.) 
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A Question.— Wherein does the “ Republic- 
an” Platform rise higher than those of the Whig 
and Democratic parties previous to the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise ? 

What does it contain that conflicts with the 
“Compromise measures of 1850”? 

If the entire programme of the “ Republican” 
party were performed, and the result fully real- 
ized, wherein would its “ finale” differ from that 
of the Pierce and Scott parties, standing on 
their Baltimore platforms, preparatory to the 
last Presidential election. Will any one toll 








’ they quote the recent commendations of Fre- 


us ? 
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WILLIAM GOODELL. 


(Included in the preceding calalogue. ) 


THE DEMOCRACY OF CHRISTIANITY, &c. &e. 
In 2 vols. 12mo, pp. 871. Price, $1,50. Postage pre-paid, $1.80. 

This work is recommended by Rev. Dr. Aydellotte, late President 
of Woodward College, Ohio, Hon. Amasa Waiker. late Secretary of 
State, Massachusetts, Prof. T. B. Hudson, Oberlin College, and Rev. 
E. Smith, Mansfield, Chio: also by the New York Tribune. New 
York Evangelist, and other periodicals. , 


SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY. 

A history of the grest Struggle in both Hemispheres, with a view of 
the Slavery-question in the United States Pp. 606, roval 12mo, 
Price $1. Postage pre-paid $1,30. 

This work is designed to embody a great amount of historical in- 
formation in a singie volume, Conveniently arranged for reference. 
It contains fifty chapters, on a8 many distinct topics, embracing the 
most important facts in the political and ecclesiastical history of the 
contest, together with an account of the anti-slavery agitation in 
England and the United States, up to the present time : the divisions 
among American Abolitionists, and the various measures advorated 
among them; and closing with a brief discussion of the question, 
“What onght to be done?’ The book is an abstract of several 
volumes, besides the anti-slavery history of the last twenty years, a 
great part of which has never before been collected into any volume 
but lies scattered in the newspapers of that period. The Table of 
Contents and a copious alphabetical index will facilitate a reference 
to particular facts and to dates, when desirable. 


THE AMERICAN SLAVE-CODE, IN THEORY 
AND PRACTICE, 
Its Distinctive Features shown by its Statutes, Judicial Decisions, and 


——- facts. Pp. 430. 12mo. Price 75 cents. Postage pre 
paid, 92. 
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(From Hon. Wiitram Jay to the auther.) 


_“ Your analysis of the Slave laws is very able, and your exhibi 
tion of their practical repens by the Southern Courts evinces 
great and carefulresearch. . . . - Itis more easy to make than 
to refute a charge of exaggeration against a work of fiction, like Mrs, 
a Stowe’s ; but your book is as impregnable against such a charge as 
Sabbath school books, 18mo cloth. Tobacco Tract—Alcot & Grimshaw ‘ Buclid’s Seomnatry, since, like that, it consists of propositions and 
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